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Abstract: Visualized cultural symbols transform abstract regional cultural meanings into perceivable, communicable,
and experiential visual forms, providing a transformation mechanism for regional cultural immersion practices ranging
from cognitive transmission to emotional resonance. On this basis, rooted in regional culture, this paper analyzes
the practical dilemmas confronting current practices, interprets the important value of visualized cultural symbols in
empowering regional cultural immersion, and puts forward practical pathways, so as to offer theoretical references and
practical inspirations for regional cultural immersion practices in the new era.
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1. Introduction

Cultural immersion serves as a vital instrument for cultural education and cultivating people through
culture. Its primary function is to integrate the values, memories, and spirits of a certain culture into people’s
cognition and emotions in a subtle yet pervasive manner. With the development of the image era and short
video communication, vision has become the major channel for information reception. Accordingly, the
visualized expression of cultural symbols has turned into a key factor affecting the outcomes of cultural
immersion. Visualized cultural symbols refer to symbols that manifest the spiritual connotations, values,
and aesthetic styles embedded in regional culture via images, graphics, colors, videos, and other forms .
They possess both cultural connotations and adaptability to visual reception habits, and play an irreplaceable
role in the inheritance, communication, and identity construction of regional culture. As a borderland with
multi ethnic settlements and multicultural integration, Xinjiang boasts extremely abundant regional cultural

resources. Ethnic patterns, architectural decorations, intangible cultural heritage techniques, festival scenes,
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and so on can all serve as effective visualized cultural symbols. Therefore, exploring the pathways for

visualized cultural symbols to empower regional cultural immersion practices bears great significance.

2. Practical dilemmas of visualized cultural symbols empowering regional cultural
immersion practices

2.1. Alienation between symbol production and the authenticity of regional culture
Homogenization and superficiality prevail in the production of visualized symbols within current regional
cultural immersion practices. On the one hand, in pursuit of popular paradigms such as so-called national
trends and internet viral styles, some creators mechanically splice ethnic patterns and traditional colors. This
deprives symbols of their distinctive identification rooted in genuine regional culture and gives rise to the
homogenization predicament where different places adopt identical visual motifs. On the other hand, symbol
production merely stays at the level of piling up concrete elements, lacking refinement of the spiritual core
of regional culture, which results in disconnection between the signifier and the signified of image symbols.
Due to such alienation, audiences can only perceive superficial symbols of regional culture yet fail to
appreciate the values and emotional threads behind the culture. Consequently, cultural immersion can hardly
achieve the effect of in-depth identity building ',

2.2. Mismatch between symbol communication and audience cognition

The effectiveness of regional cultural immersion hinges on whether symbols can be recognized by audiences.
In practice, obvious mismatch exists between the supply side and the demand side of symbol communication.
The supply side mostly adopts one-way, exhibition-oriented, and propaganda-oriented communication.
Symbols are concentrated in exhibition halls, walls, and publicity materials in relatively static forms.
Nevertheless, audiences, especially young people, tend to prefer dynamic and interactive communication
delivered via mobile terminals, short video platforms, and social media. Such discrepancy prevents many
high-quality visualized cultural symbols from reaching target audiences, creating a phenomenon where
symbols are present, yet immersion is absent. Without segmented research on audiences’ cultural reception
psychology, symbol communication lacks pertinence, which weakens the penetrating power of cultural

immersion.

2.3. Absence of symbol transformation and long-term mechanisms

Regional cultural immersion constitutes a long-term project, and deficiencies in institutions and mechanisms
persist at the practical level. The transformation of visualized cultural symbols mostly relies on temporary
projects or individual creators. Stable creative teams and copyright protection systems have not been
established, leading to insufficient accumulation and reuse of symbol resources. Immersion practices lack
scientific evaluation systems, making it difficult to quantify and track the effects of symbol communication
and dynamically adjust immersion strategies accordingly. Multi-subject coordination mechanisms remain
undeveloped, and connections among governments, cultural institutions, schools, and social forces are
loose. Hence, immersion practices feature fragmentation and campaign-style implementation. It follows
that sporadic visual creation and accidental promotion through cultural activities cannot drive in-depth
development of regional cultural immersion. The empowering value of visualized cultural symbols can only
be fully unleashed under the safeguards of sound institutions and mechanisms.
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3. Important value of visualized cultural symbols empowering regional cultural
immersion practices

3.1. Conducive to strengthening cultural identity

The in-depth goal of regional cultural immersion is to enhance people of all ethnic groups’ identification with
Chinese culture and the Chinese nation. Boasting intuitive imagery and emotional accessibility, visualized
cultural symbols convert abstract cultural concepts into perceivable visual images and lower the threshold
for cultural understanding. In multi ethnic integrated regions such as Xinjiang, displaying cultural symbols
shared by all ethnic groups and historical scrolls featuring ethnic interaction, exchange, and integration
guides audiences to perceive the cultural landscape of mutual inclusion through visual experience. This helps
strengthen audiences’ emotional identification with the local diversified and integrated regional culture.
Repeated appearance and dissemination of symbols also reinforce collective cultural memory and provide
lasting visual support for inheriting and developing diversified and integrated regional culture. From the
perspective of identity construction mechanisms, cultural identity generally evolves from perceptual cognition
to rational recognition. Visual symbols act as the most direct bridge toward perceptual understanding.
They touch audiences’ aesthetic feelings and emotional experiences through figurative language and guide
audiences to comprehend the cultural connotations and shared history embedded in symbols ™.

3.2. Conducive to activating cultural memory

Visualized cultural symbols are the visual representation of regional cultural memory. Systematic visual
transformation of patterns, schemas, and scenes scattered among folk traditions and historical records
reawakens dormant cultural memory in contemporary contexts and injects new vitality into traditional
culture. Such transformation itself represents a practical process of creative transformation and innovative
development of regional culture. While retaining cultural genes, symbols are recoded with modern visual
language. They preserve cultural lineage while conforming to contemporary aesthetic demands . For
Xinjiang, the revitalized application of visualized cultural symbols enables diversified regional culture to
manifest its value amid exchanges and realizes the shift from “being remembered” to “being created” .
Whether modern cultural and creative products derived from traditional patterns, digital arts, or immersive
visual experiences of festival scenes in Xinjiang, they all represent regional culture. This not only safeguards
cultural roots but also endows them with new connotations of the times, prompting regional culture to evolve

from preservation to revitalization and from inheritance to creation.

3.3. Conducive to enriching immersion carriers

Cultural immersion ultimately targets human growth and development. Schools, particularly institutions of
higher education, serve as major venues for cultural immersion. Visualized cultural symbols supply numerous
vivid carriers for campus culture construction and educational activities. Within universities, integrating
regional cultural symbols into curriculum-based ideological and political education, campus landscapes,
club activities, and online platforms enables students to appreciate the beauty of regional culture in a subtle
yet pervasive way and fosters their cultural confidence and devotion to the country. Compared with sheer
theoretical indoctrination, educational environments built with situational and experiential symbols better
suit young students’ characteristics. They improve the affinity and effectiveness of cultural education and
infuse regional cultural strength into the fundamental task of fostering virtue through education . Cultural

edification exerts more enduring influences on fostering virtue through education than mere preaching.
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Visualized cultural symbols turn abstract values into concrete visual images. Students encounter and
recognize them repeatedly in daily campus life and accomplish internalization of values imperceptibly. For
universities in Xinjiang, integrating regional cultural symbols into classroom teaching, campus landscape
design, campus cultural activities, online ideological and political education platforms, and other dimensions
constitutes both rational utilization of local cultural resources and a means to enhance the affinity of
ideological and political work. When students create, experience, and disseminate regional cultural symbols,
they gain insight into the profoundness of fine Chinese culture and the unique charm of the coexistence
and integration of various local ethnic cultures. Their cultural confidence and awareness of ethnic unity are

continuously deepened in practice, and educational outcomes are substantially improved as a result """

4. Pathways for visualized cultural symbols to empower regional cultural
immersion practices

4.1. Delving deep into symbol resources and constructing a visual symbol bank for
regional culture

The first pathway for empowering practices lies in consolidating the material foundation for symbol
production. First of all, systematically sort out cultural resources of all ethnic groups in Xinjiang, including
ethnic patterns, costumes, architecture, intangible cultural heritage techniques, festivals, and folk customs.
Professional personnel shall conduct field investigations and academic collation. On this basis, extract
symbolic motifs with regional distinctiveness and cultural connotations and build a standardized, visualized
symbol bank for regional culture. The symbol bank shall define the cultural connotations, applicable
scenarios, and translation specifications of symbols, balance artistry, accuracy, and operability, and provide
authoritative references for diverse subjects to adopt symbols in cultural immersion practices. This addresses
the homogenization and superficiality of symbol production at the source *'. Secondly, the construction of the
symbol bank itself is a process of systematic excavation and re-understanding of regional cultural resources.
Relying on the scientific research strengths of universities, cooperate with cultural institutions, inheritors of
intangible cultural heritage, and professional design teams. On the premise of respecting cultural authenticity,
conduct scientific sorting, classification, and translation of symbols to form a visual symbol resource system
covering patterns, colors, forms, imagery, and other dimensions Pl In addition, establish mechanisms for
dynamic updating and open sharing of the symbol bank, clarify copyright ownership and usage regulations,
and facilitate recreation by multiple subjects based on such foundations. This supplies continuous material

. . . . . . 10
sources for immersion practices and prevents misuse and abuse of symbols from the very beginning ",

4.2. Innovating communication modes and promoting multi-scenario immersion of
symbols

To exert immersion effects, symbols must be embedded into audiences’ real-life contexts. On the one hand,
keep pace with trends in digital communication. Leverage short video platforms, social media, digital
exhibitions, and other channels to disseminate regional cultural symbols via dynamic and interactive
communication approaches, so that symbols appear in young people’s information streams "' On the other
hand, expand offline scenarios. Integrate visualized cultural symbols into urban public spaces, community

cultural positions, and campus environments, and achieve full domain coverage through online-offline

linkage. At the school level, incorporate regional cultural symbols into campus logos, cultural and creative
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design, second-class courses, and practical teaching. This deepens students’ understanding of regional culture
through experience and creation and realizes regular and embodied educational outcomes of immersion "'\
Furthermore, the core of scenario-based immersion is to turn audiences into participants and experiencers
rather than mere onlookers observing symbols. Online communication shall give play to the narrative
strengths of short videos and interactive features of social media. Through serialized and personalized
operation, transform regional cultural symbols into materials that audiences are willing to watch actively,
share, and recreate. Offline scenarios shall stress the integration of symbols and spaces, allowing audiences
to encounter regional cultural symbols anytime and anywhere in public spaces, campuses, communities, and
other environments and achieve subtle immersion. For universities, integrating regional cultural symbols
into campus cultural landscapes, cultural and creative products, and second-class course activities enables
students to keep encountering symbols and personally participate in their creation and dissemination in daily
study and life. Regional cultural immersion thus shifts from external presentation to internal experience,
genuinely enhancing its depth and sustainability .

4.3. Perfecting coordination mechanisms and constructing a long-term system for
immersion practices

Long-term immersion relies on institutional guarantees and multi-party coordination. A practical pattern
featuring government overall planning, social participation, and joint involvement of schools and cultural
institutions shall be formed. Clarify the division of responsibilities for each subject in symbol production,
communication, and evaluation to avoid fragmented practices. First and foremost, establish an evaluation
system for the immersion effects of visualized cultural symbols. Conduct a comprehensive assessment of
immersion outcomes across dimensions such as audience exposure, cognitive changes, and cultural identity.
Optimize immersion strategies according to evaluation results. Strengthen the cultivation of professional
talents and the protection of symbol copyrights to furnish sustained intellectual and legal support for
immersion practices '*. Through institutionalized and systematic construction, transform regional cultural
immersion from ad hoc activities into a regular and sustainable practical ecosystem. Secondly, the key to
perfecting coordination mechanisms is to build a closed-loop practice with well-defined responsibilities,
smooth connections, and efficient operation. Governments shall play the role of overall planning and policy
guidance and build platforms for cross-department and cross-field cooperation. Cultural institutions and
universities shall offer resource supply and intellectual support and undertake responsibilities for symbol
production, research, and educational transformation. Grassroots communities and social forces shall serve
as communication tentacles and extend immersion practices to every detail of daily life. Corresponding
evaluation systems shall take both the breadth and depth of immersion into account. That is to say, they
shall examine the coverage of symbol exposure as well as changes in audiences’ cognition and identity, so
that evaluation results can effectively underpin practice improvement '*. Only by adopting multi-pronged
approaches with interlocking links can visualized cultural symbols empower regional cultural immersion to

forge ahead steadily.

5. Conclusion

Characterized by intuitiveness, convenient dissemination, and easy acceptance, visualized cultural symbols

provide manifold possible pathways and supports for regional cultural immersion activities. In multi ethnic
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regions with abundant cultural resources such as Xinjiang, advancing the in-depth empowerment of regional
cultural immersion by visualized cultural symbols not only constitutes an inherent requirement for inheriting
and promoting fine Chinese traditional culture, but also represents a practical necessity for carrying forward
borderland diversified regional culture and implementing the Cultural Enriching Xinjiang initiative. To tackle
existing problems, including homogenized symbol production, supply-demand mismatch in communication,
and the absence of long-term mechanisms, joint efforts shall be made in three dimensions: delving deep into
symbol resources, innovating communication modes, and perfecting coordination mechanisms. Regional
cultural symbols shall genuinely become perceivable, transmissible, and cultivable cultural forces. Only by
integrating regional culture into daily life and people’s inner hearts can cultural identity take deep root in the
spiritual world of people of all ethnic groups, and furnish solid cultural foundations for long-term stability

and ethnic interaction, exchange and integration in borderland regions.
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